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Inside this issue: 

 

All local beekeepers are invited to a talk to be given 
by Gianluigi Bigio from the University of Sussex enti-
tled ‘The Hygienic Bee project’.  The venue is Pulbor-
ough Village Hall at 7:30pm on Monday 12th Au-
gust.  The talk will be without charge for WSBKA 
members, a donation of £2.00 will be welcome from 
members of other associations.  
 

Gianluigi’s project looks at techniques for improving the breeding and 
rearing of queens to select for those that produce workers with an 
‘hygienic’ trait.   
 

His talk will describe the techniques he uses and results obtained during 
his three year project and outline the benefits if all beekeepers test and 
select for this hygienic trait.  Full details were in last month’s County 
Newsletter and are on our website. 

BBKA Assessments 
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Breeding for Hygienic Bees 

Microscopy assessment will take place in October / No-
vember 2013.  Applications to be with your Division’s 
Exam Secretary not later than 20th August and with the 
County Exam Secretary by 23rd. 
 

Modules 1,2,3,5,7 will be taken on 9th November 2013 
at Storrington Village Hall.  Application forms and cheques, made pay-
able to West Sussex BKA  (not to BBKA), to be sent to :- Steve Boyce, 
Hon. Treasurer, WSBKA, 2 Castle Cottages, Hickstead Lane,  Hickstead, 
West Sussex, RH17 5NT not later than 20th September. 
 

Roger & Marion Brooks  
rhandm@hotmail.com 



 BOOKER - Special Offer on White Sugar 

With the feeding season fast approaching the catering wholesaler, Booker is 
offering a discount on granulated sugar in 25kg bags.  The discounted price 
works out at just 70p per kg if two bags (or multiples of two) are purchased. 
 
The offer is available until 13th August.  Members are reminded that they must register with Booker using 
their BBKA Membership card as ID and can begin shopping immediately.  Check Booker’s website for your 
nearest store www.booker.co.uk.  

Predatory Mites offered by THE BEE VET 

Chemical-free control of Varroa mites is being claimed by THE BEE VET who are 
offering Predatory Mites on their website  www.bee-vet.co.uk/ .  They are a 
species of Stratiolaelaps mites which are native to the UK where they live in 
leaf litter.  They have been used for biological control in horticulture for over 15 
years but have only recently been trialled for use in controlling pests of live-
stock species. 
 
The mites attack the adult stages of the Varroa mite and provide an on-going reduction in Varroa popula-
tion throughout the season.  They are introduced into the hive in paper sachets containing approximately 
500 mites placed on top of the frames.  The bees then chew open the paper sachets to release the preda-
tors.  As with all biological controls this treatment is only effective if the treatment starts with the pest 
species at a low level.   
 
These are a live product so have to be ordered in advance.  Beekeepers signed up for the programme will 
receive two sachets per hive on set dates throughout the season commencing in late March with further 
sachets being dispatched at two-monthly intervals. 
 
Further details on THE BEE VET website or by signing up for the programme by e-mailing info@bee-
vet.co.uk. 
 
Please note that WSBKA does not endorse this product nor does it have experience in its use and this arti-
cle is passed on for your information only.  However, if anyone is using the product please share your ex-
perience with other members through this newsletter. 
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NATIONAL HONEY SHOW 24th - 26th October 

The Workshop schedule is now available from the NHS website www.honeyshow.co.uk.  
Workshops and Demonstrations include Microscopy, Preparing & Marketing Honey, 
Swarm Control, BBKA Examination Techniques, and MUCH, MUCH more. 
 
The Show Schedule can also be downloaded from this website.  

http://www.booker.co.uk/
http://www.bee-vet.co.uk/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/


Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 3rd & 24th August - Apiary meetings at 9am to include autumn feeding. 

Wednesday 14th August - Apiary meeting at 6pm to include managing for varroa. 

Weekend 17th and 18th August - Honey harvesting in the ‘potting shed’ at Nymans Gardens. 
 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or the Central Sussex website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 20th August - ‘Varroa and Disease Management’, Jim Norfolk, Chairman Chichester Bee-

keepers.  Boxgrove Village Hall, 7:30pm.  Further details from: Henrietta Currey secre-
tary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Sunday 4th & Saturday 24th August - Meetings at the Division’s teaching apiary at 1:30pm. 

Details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Friday 2nd, Wednesday 14th & Saturday 31st August - Meetings at Holts Farm, the Divi-

sion’s apiary, starting at 5pm (Saturday meeting starts at 2pm) to include preparation for honey ex-
traction and treatment for varroa. 

Sunday 4th August - Honey extraction at the Ferring Village Hall from 2pm. 

Sunday 18th August - Visit to Doug Pearce’s apiary on the South Downs, Worthing at 2pm.   

Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 3rd August - Wisborough Green bees attending the 67th Cranleigh  Show.  

www.cranleighshow.co.uk/  
 

Monday 12th August - A talk to be given by Gianluigi Bigio, University of Sussex  

entitled ‘The Hygienic Bee project’.  Pulborough Village Hall, 7:30pm.  See Page 1 of 
this Newsletter and last month’s edition. 
 

Monday 7th October - London Honey Show, Lancaster London (article in last 

month’s County News) 
 

Thursday 24th to Saturday 26th October - National Honey Show.  St 

George’s College, Weybridge, Surrey.   

Gianluigi Bigio  

http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.cranleighshow.co.uk/


Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
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In the last month bees have taken me to high places.  Or perhaps I should say I have been in high places 
with bees.  Either way it has been an interesting and varied time, and through it all there has, at last, been 
a decent nectar flow.  Of course we are never totally happy with the weather, and as I write I am longing 
for a decent bit of rainfall to refresh things and give the plants a bit more moisture to aid nectar produc-
tion, but after last year’s dismal summer it has been good to know that new queens have been able to get 
out to mate, and the bees have been less confined. 
 

Back to the high places.  Over the years it has surprised me how many swarms have landed in our apiary, 
coming from outside.  We have found them hanging under an occupied hive, in a tree, on the edge of a 
table, and other places.  I know what you are thinking – it’s just mistakes we have made and our own 
swarms.  Not so!  We know that all our queens are marked and clipped (and yes, occasionally we do lose 
one from a hive, as recently when we found one of our queens on the ground in the middle of the apiary 
with a cluster of bees over her).  However, while doing our checks on 5th July we heard the unmistakable 
sound of a swarm on the move, and watched it gather high up in a Douglas Fir tree.  Nothing was coming 
out of any of our hives, yet gradually a large swarm collected.  It was higher up than any I have collected 
before, but after about 90 minutes I felt I had to see if I could get them down, if only to be sure what they 
were. 
 

We have a triple ladder for such occasions, which extends to 29 feet.  I am 
6 foot tall, so when I was at the top of the ladder, and the swarm still 
more than 5 feet above me, I realised it was a good 40 feet from the 
ground.  At that stage, even with the ladder tied to the tree and a firm 
grip, I had thoughts about the limits on BBKA insurance and whether the 
risk was worth the bees.  Still, I had started…….  Back to ground, collect 
bow saw, up ladder again, and the base of the ascending branch on which 
the swarm had gathered was just a foot or so above me.  Knowing how 
these trees behave, I sawed through until the branch tipped gently to lie 
on those below, then cut right through.  It was too heavy to get hold of 
properly, but I climbed down, holding the cut end, sliding the branch 
down the outside of the tree.  The swarm hung on.  Gordon had an empty 
hive waiting and I shook them in.  This turned out to be the biggest swarm 
we have ever collected, with a laying queen.  They drew out 9 frames in 6 days, and are well established 
in our quarantine area.  Where they came from, and why they settled above our apiary, remains a mys-
tery. 
 

On other high matters, we managed to have a week away and went to Wales.  Some days were spent high 
in the hills near Aberystwyth where we took two hives last year to a friend.  Those two have become five, 
and there was clipping and marking to be done.  The bees are thriving in the very different habitat, and 
the honey they produce is markedly different from our own.  We envied the swathes of willow herb and 
bell heather. 
 

While in Wales we also visited the quite new National Beekeeping Centre Wales, near Bodnant.  We had a 
long conversation with Colin Keyse, the Project Manager, and ended up photographed for their Facebook 
and Twitter pages!  You can read about this great project on www.beeswales.co.uk – and if you really 
want to, see the picture at http://t.co/wdMEpHI7ls 

Tom 

More from Moore - the High Life 

The branch on which the swarm 
settled - now safely on the ground 

and the bees hived. 

http://www.beeswales.co.uk/
http://t.co/wdMEpHI7ls


We’re on the web: 

www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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And Finally ... 

BEES FOR SALE -   
 

8 frame nucs of bees are being offered for sale by Maarten Boers (Wisborough Green).  All 
bees have been inspected by the Bee Inspector recently and are healthy with well behaved 
queens.  Please contact Maarten at  
maartenboers1@hotmail.com or mobile 07989116429. 
 
5 - 10 frame nucs for sale from Luciano Scandian (Worthing).  Strong nucs on Commercial 
frames.  Those who are interested in buying the nucs are invited to come to Luciano’s apiar-
ies, open the hives and handle the bees without any commitment.  Contact Luciano at  
lucianoscandian@gmail.com . 

BBKA Modules 2014 

The BBKA Examinations Board has decided to offer ALL modules at both the March and November sessions in 2014.  
Uptake of the modules at both sessions has been so positive that there is a significant need for all modules to be 
available, particularly for re-sits.  Full details will be available from your Division’s  Examination Secretary. 

Bee Improvement for All - Saturday 16th November 

There will be a ‘Bee Improvement for All’ day in November in Pulborough Village Hall.  The purpose is to encourage 
all beekeepers to assess their colonies against criteria they set themselves, so they can use queen 
cells from colonies that show the best characteristics when the opportunity arises.  This is an area of 
beekeeping that is not always dealt with by beekeepers, so make a note now.  Further details later.  
 

Roger Patterson 

mailto:maartenboers1@hotmail.com
mailto:lucianoscandian@gmail.com

